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ASH TOWNSHIP
  BOARD MEETING MINUTES

             January 15, 2020
6:30 p.m.
The Ash Township Regular Board meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Ready Road Hall by Supervisor Carmack.
Members present: Supervisor – Robin Carmack, Clerk – Michele Geiermann, Treasurer – Rob Schock, and Trustee – Adam Grabetz. 
Absent: Trustee – Jim Booth. 
Others present: William Godfroy - Township Attorney, Jim Hollandsworth – Township Engineer, Jim Vaslo – Township Manager and 18 citizens. 
Motion #3355 Agenda Approval.
Motion by Grabetz supported by Carmack to approve the agenda as amended. 

Voice vote taken.           Motion carried.
Motion #3356 Meeting Minutes Approval.
Motion by Grabetz supported by Geiermann to approve the Proposed Regular Meeting Minutes of 12/19/19 and Proposed Special Meeting Minutes of 1/6/20.   
Voice vote taken.         Motion carried.
Motion #3357 Approval of Bills.
Motion by Grabetz supported by Carmack to approve bills #1 through #121 in the amount of  

$245,275.48 from General Ledger Funds, Building Funds, Water Funds & Sewer Funds.          Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.          Motion carried. 

Old Business.
None.
New Business.
Manager’s Report. 
There were no questions for the Manager on his report. The Manager did speak about the upcoming Town Hall meeting on January 21 at 6:30, hosted by the Planning Commission as part of the Master Plan update. He urged the audience to remember the date and to come and participate in the process. He also mentioned that he would have proposals from Hennessey Engineers for detailed engineering plans for the possible replacement of the water main on Kent Street in the Village of Carleton and the water main on Grafton Rd, south of Labo Rd, on next month’s agenda. The manager spoke briefly regarding the recycling program. No motion was offered.  
Recycle Program

At the Special Board Meeting on 1/6/20, it was proposed to ask for a 1/10 millage to support the recycling program here in the Township. Attorney Godfroy supplied the Board with a draft of a millage request for possible inclusion on the August 2020 Election Ballot. The Millage Ballot Resolution was read aloud and after a brief discussion the following motion was offered:
Motion #3358 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Grabetz to approve the Millage Ballot Language as amended and to have Clerk Geiermann forward the resolution to the County Clerk for inclusion on the August 2020 Election Ballot.      Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.           Motion carried.
Budget Amendments.
Motion #3359 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Geiermann move $3,000.00 from 101-202-802 Audit to 101-262-977 Elections.       Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.           Motion carried.
Motion #3360 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Geiermann move $3,000.00 from 101-265-975 Building Upgrades to 101-262-977 Elections.       Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.           Motion carried.
Road Petition. 

A petition for road improvements was submitted to the Township by residents on Labo Road, east of Swan Creek Road, who are requesting consideration for a future hard surface project for their section of Labo Road. Manager Vaslo stated that this is a shared road with Berlin Township and that Berlin would be accepting of a joint project if and when Ash were to approve such work. With little discussion the following motion was offered: 
Motion #3361 To Accept and File.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to accept and file the petition for road improvements on Labo Road, east of Swan Creek Road.      Voice vote taken.            Motion carried. 

Water Main Petition.  

A petition for a new water main was submitted to the Township by residents on Pine Ridge Drive.  The petition had signatures of more than 51% of the protentional parcels that would be included in a Water Special Assessment District (SAD). Meeting the threshold for participation meant that the Board could consider the next step in the SAD process. The Board then instructed the Township Engineer to prepare an Engineer’s estimate for the proposed water main. Once that has been submitted to the Township, a second petition will need to be circulated, this time including the estimated cost for the project and an estimated per parcel cost. If that petition is returned to the Township with more than 51% of the parcels to be included in the SAD approving, then the Board could approve moving forward with the project. After some discussion the following motion was offered: 

Motion #3362 To Accept and Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Geiermann to accept the petition and approve having Hennessey Engineers prepare an estimate for the proposed water main project for Pine Ridge Drive.           Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.           Motion carried. 

Requested Rezoning of Parcel #5801-002-016-31.
Manager Vaslo explained that the rezoning request has been through the Planning Commission and the required Public Hearing. He noted that the Planning Commission is sending a recommendation of denial for the rezoning of the 12.4 acers of vacant land on Will Carleton Rd from AG to C-3. After a brief discussion the following motion was offered: 
Motion #3363 To Deny.
Motion by Shock supported by Grabetz to deny the rezoning request for Parcel #5801-002-016-31 from AG to C-3 or C-1 based on the recommendation from the Township Planner and Planning Commission.          Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.           Motion carried.
HydroCorp Contract
Manger Vaslo stated that the Township Water Department uses HydroCorp as the primary provider of Cross Connection inspections and the collection of data and information necessary to maintain compliance with EGLE’s Cross Connection Control Regulations. The contract is for three years at an annual cost of $3,744.00. The Township has used HydroCorp for the past 6 years and are pleased with their performance. After a brief discussion the following motion was offered: 

Motion #3364 To Approve.
Motion by Grabetz supported by Carmack to approve the three-year contact with HydroCorp at an annual cost not to exceed $3,744.00.      Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
2020/2021 Budget Review. 
During the Special Board Meeting of 1/6/20, the Board reviewed and discussed various item in the proposed budget for the up coming year. As a result of those discussions and input from the various departments within the Township operation, a draft of the budget was submitted to the Board for review and comments. No motions were offered. 
2020 Monroe County Road Commission Contracts. 
The following contracts were requested by the Board for local road project in the 2020 construction season from the Monroe County Road Commission (MCRC). After a brief discussion the following motions were offered: 

Motion #3365 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for Berlin Road (Ready Rd to Carleton Rockwood Rd) as submitted by the MCRC with no cost to the Township.    Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3366 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for Stoney Creek Road (Newport Rd to Labo Rd) as submitted by the MCRC with no cost to the Township.    

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3367 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for Annabell Road (Carter Rd to dead-end) as submitted by the MCRC in the amount of $1,490.00.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3368 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for Annabell Road (Newburg Rd to dead-end) as submitted by the MCRC in the amount of $1,750.00.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3369 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for Maxwell Road (Carleton West Rd to Newburg Rd) as submitted by the MCRC in the amount of $21,515.00.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3370 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for Creek Road (Sweitzer Rd to Ready Rd) as submitted by the MCRC in the amount of $22,221.00.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3371 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for East Creek Road (US-24 to dead-end) as submitted by the MCRC in the amount of $5,335.00.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3372 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for Fessner Road (Ready Rd to Grafton Rd) as submitted by the MCRC in the amount of $18,667.00.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3373 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for North Stony Creek Road (S. Stony Creek Rd to dead-end) as submitted by the MCRC in the amount of $1,870.00.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3374 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for Sweitzer Road (Ready Rd to Indian Trail Rd) as submitted by the MCRC in the amount of $15,122.00.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3375 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for Labo Road (Railroad to Exeter Rd) as submitted by the MCRC in the amount of $82,458.00.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3376 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for E. Newburg Road (Railroad to Briar Hill Rd) as submitted by the MCRC in the amount of $14,601.00.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3377 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for E. Newburg Road (Railroad to Annabell Rd) as submitted by the MCRC in the amount of $102,748.00.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3378 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for E. Newburg Road (Annabell Rd to Port Creek Rd) as submitted by the MCRC in the amount of $203,440.00.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3379 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for Dauncy Road (at US-24) as submitted by the MCRC in the amount of $3,714.00.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3380 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for Calkins Road (at Labo Rd) as submitted by the MCRC in the amount of $2,480.00.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Motion #3381 To Approve.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the contract for Romine Road (Newburg Rd to Guardian Complex) as submitted by the MCRC in the amount of $29,299.00.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No            Motion carried.
Communications/Information.
The Ash Township Planning Commission is hosting a Town Hall Meeting on January 21, 2020 at 6:30 pm here at Township Hall, 1677 Ready Rd, Carleton MI 48117, as part of their Master Plan Update. All are invited to attend and participate in the process.   

Citizen Comments. 

A resident raised his concerns about safety at the railroad crossing on E. Newburg, he also asked about the possibility of a new street light on Will Carleton Road at Waltz Road.

Major Troy Goodnough from the Monroe County Sheriff’s Department introduced himself as a candidate for the Office of Monroe County Sheriff in 2020. He spoke to his intentions if elected and thanked the Board for the time to speak.   

With no further business in front of the Board the following motion was offered:
Motion #3382 Meeting Adjourn. 
Motion by Geiermann supported by Grabetz to adjourn the meeting at 7:31 p.m.

Vote voice taken.        Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,
Michele Geiermann 

Ash Township Clerk
