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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
                                                                 Ash Township

Zoning Board of Appeals

Meeting Minutes

                                                              August 8, 2018
Held on: The meeting was called to order by Chairman Sid Stumpmier on Wednesday, August 8, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. in the Ash Township Hall, 1677 Ready Road, Carleton, Michigan.

Members Present: Sid Stumpmier, Jerry Hunter, Jim Booth, Ron Keilman and Bryan Campbell (alternate used). 
Members Absent: Darrell Mossburg.  

Others Present: Alyse Timmons – Township Deputy Clerk and 9 citizens. 

Chairman Stumpmier asked if everyone received a copy of the December 5, 2017, meeting minutes and if there were any additions or corrections.  
Motion #442 Motion to Approve Minutes.

Motion by Booth supported by Hunter to approve the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting minutes of December 5, 2017, as presented.            Voice vote taken.         Motion carried.

Motion #443 Agenda Approval.
Motion by Keilman supported by Campbell to approve the agenda as presented.        
Voice vote taken.              Motion carried.

Old Business:

None
New Business:

1. A Public Hearing for Guardian Industries LLC, owner of parcel 

#5801-003-020-00, commonly known as 14600 Romine Road, Carleton, MI 48117, who is requesting a variance from Article 15, Section 15.12.2, that states the maximum building height shall be 60 feet in the I-2 District. They are requesting a 67 foot tall silo as part of an environmental control system for furnace #1.  

Motion #444 Open the Public Hearing. 

Motion by Booth supported by Stumpmier to open the Public Hearing for 
Parcel # 5801-003-020-00, and the requested variance.   
Voice vote taken.       Motion carried.  

The applicant was present and spoke to the nature of the requested variance. The applicant explained that Guardian Glass is preparing to add an Environmental Control System (ECS) to furnace #1. This is the same equipment that was added to furnace #2 in 2016. The site plan was approved by the Township Planning Commission contingent on getting a variance for the height of a new silo which is part of the ECS. The ordinance has a height limit of 60 feet in the Industrial District and the new silo is proposed at 67 feet. The applicant explained the challenges to lowering the height of the silo and the need for the 67 feet. The commission members had just a couple of questions for the applicant.  
It should be noted that the public hearing was noticed in the newspaper and property owners within 300 ft were noticed by first class mail of the hearing. The Township received no comments, written or verbal, for or against, the proposed variance. After the discussion ended the following motions were offered:  

Motion #445 Close the Public Hearing. 

Motion by Booth supported by Keilman to close the Public Hearing for 
Parcel # 5801-003-020-00, and the requested variance.     
Voice vote taken.      Motion carried.

Motion #446 Open the Finding of Facts.

Motion by Keilman supported by Booth to open the finding of facts for Parcel 
# 5801-003-020-00 and the requested variance.        
Voice vote taken.       Motion carried.

· Fact-Stumpmier- There are other structures existing that are over the 60 foot limit. Support by Campbell. 

· Fact -Hunter- There was no negative comments or opposition from property owners within 300 ft of the parcel in question to the requested variance. Supported by Keilman.

Motion #447 Close the Finding of Facts.

Motion by Booth supported by Campbell to close the finding of facts.

Voice vote taken.       Motion carried.

Motion #448 To Grant Approval.
Motion by Booth supported by Stumpmier to grant the requested variance for Parcel 

# 5801-003-020-00, allowing the proposed silo to be 67 feet in height for the Environmental Control System for furnace #1.  
Roll Call: 5-Yes, 0-No.           Motion carried.
2. A Public Hearing for Brian Martin, owner of parcel #5801-023-022-00, commonly known as 2755 East Creek Rd, South Rockwood MI, 48179, who is requesting a variance from Article 21.08, that limits what can be permitted as a “Home Occupation”. The variance is to allow semi trucks at the home. 

Motion #449 Open the Public Hearing. 

Motion by Booth supported by Keilman to open the Public Hearing for 

Parcel # 5801-023-022-00, and the requested variance.   

Voice vote taken.       Motion carried.  

The applicant was present and spoke to the nature of the requested variance. The applicant explained that he owns and operated a trucking business and that it is his hope to be able to store, dispatch and repair his trucks at his home on E. Creek St. The applicant had support from some of the adjoining property owners who spoke in favor of the variance. 

There was at least one neighbor who was against the variance and supplied the board members with photos and testimony as to their reasons for not granting the variance. After much discussion and questions from the board for the applicant, the Public Hearing was called to an end.  

It should be noted that the public hearing was noticed in the newspaper and property owners within 300 ft were noticed by first class mail of the hearing. The Township received 10 written responses to the requested variance. Six were in favor and four were against. After the written responses were read aloud and with discussion ending the following motions were offered:  

Motion #450 Close the Public Hearing. 

Motion by Booth supported by Stumpmier to close the Public Hearing for 

Parcel # 5801-023-022-00, and the requested variance.     

Voice vote taken.      Motion carried.

Motion #451 Open the Finding of Facts.

Motion by Booth supported by Stumpmier to open the finding of facts for Parcel 

# 5801-023-022-00 and the requested variance.        

Voice vote taken.       Motion carried.

· Fact-Stumpmier- The property in question is zoned Rural Estates (residential) and the zoning ordinance doesn’t allow the use described by the applicant. Support by Booth. 

· Fact- Keilman- The applicant has brought home more than one truck in the past. Supported by Stumpmier.

Motion #452 Close the Finding of Facts.

Motion by Keilman supported by Stumpmier to close the finding of facts.

Voice vote taken.       Motion carried.

Motion #453 To Deny.
Motion by Booth supported by Keilman to deny the requested variance for Parcel 

# 5801-023-022-00, and to not allow semi truck(s) to be parked and/or serviced at the home.   

Roll Call: 5-Yes, 0-No.           Motion carried.
Having no other business in front of the board, the following motion was offered: 

Motion #454 Adjournment.
Motion by Booth supported by Stumpmier to adjourn at 7:35 p.m.  

Voice vote taken.    Motion approved.

Respectfully Submitted,

Alyse Timmons
Township Deputy Clerk
