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ASH TOWNSHIP
  BOARD MEETING MINUTES

                 July 18, 2018
6:30 p.m.
The Ash Township Regular Board meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Ready Road Hall by Supervisor Carmack.
Members present: Supervisor – Robin Carmack, Clerk - Michelle Geiermann, Treasurer – Rob Schock, and Trustee – Jim Booth.
Absent: Trustee – Adam Grabetz.
Others present: William Godfroy - Township Attorney, Jim Vaslo – Township Manager, and 7 citizens. 
Motion #3118 Agenda Approval.
Motion by Booth supported by Schock to approve the agenda as amended.   

Voice vote taken.           Motion carried.

Motion #3119 Meeting Minute’s Approval.
Motion by Booth supported by Carmack to approve the Proposed Regular Meeting Minutes of 
6-20-18.     Voice vote taken.         Motion carried.
Motion #3120 Approval of Bills.
Motion by Booth supported by Carmack to approve bills #1-91 in the amount of  

$498,506.45, from General Ledger Funds, Building Funds, Water Funds, Sewer Funds & Fire Equipment Fund.          Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.          Motion carried. 
Old Business
Blight Follow Up – John Sledge Jr. 

Manager Vaslo and Attorney C.J. Horkey were present at a pretrial conference for the Sledge Blight Complaint. Manage Vaslo said that the case was being sent to Judge Bronson’s court for prosecution on July 30, 2018. There were no comments from the board and no motion was offered. 

Lakewood Machine Products Update.

Attorney Godfroy and Manager Vaslo both concurred that Lakewood had no activities taking place in the buffer area on the north side of the property between the homes on Maple Crest and the industrial operations to the south. They also concurred that there was industrial operations, the storage of racks and other materials, equipment and vehicles, in what is supposed to be a buffer area on the west side of the property. The board authorized Attorney Godfroy to send Lakewood a letter stating that the buffer area to the west should be free of all industrial uses and equipment. The attorney thought that Lakewood has several options moving forward and would offer such options in the letter. After a brief discussion the board offered no motions.
Fire Alarm Update. 
Manager Vaslo had little to say on the subject as he had not heard from the Fire Chief on the status of the sirens. The fire department has been operating without the sirens for several months now and the question of the need for the sirens is still being debated. No motions were offered. 
New Business
Manager report.

Manager Vaslo highlighted just of few items for the board. He noted that the Annual Audit was complete and the Township as a whole finished well for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2017, with the exception of the Water & Sewer Department who finished with a deficit for the year. There was some discussion on this issue and the consensus is that the Township will again have to look at water rates and make some adjustments to keep up with the rising cost of water from GLWA. He also spoke of a donation by the Flags O’ver Veterans group who are donating flag poles and installation at three of the Township’s cemeteries which currently do not have them. He touched on the Jones Rd and Mary Lee water main extension and the need to sell the 1993 Fire Truck which was taken out of service last year. The board authorized the sale of the truck through seal bids with a minimum bid of $5000 with the board reserving the right to reject any and all bids for any and all reasons. 
New Hire- Seasonal Help.

Manager Vaslo informed the board that two new hires for the vacant seasonal maintenance position started that past Monday. One came to the Township from the ISD through their Youth Paid Work Experience Program and will be at no expense to the Township as the ISD covers his cost through the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act. The other hire is a part time seasonal employee hired directly by the Township. 

Annual Financial Report Approval.

The board received copies of the Annual Financial Report for the year ending March 31, 2017, prepared by the CPA firm of Cooley Hehl Sabo & Calkins. The auditors noted that there were no significant deficiencies or material weaknesses with the audit and how the Township conducts business or controls tax dollars. The one suggestion was to analyze water rates to align with the raising costs of water. After a brief discussion the following motion was offered:
Motion #3121 Audit Approval.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to accept and approve the Annual Financial Audit Report for year ending March 31, 2017.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.          Motion carried. 

Resolution for Charitable Gaming License. 

St. Patrick School has asked the board to approve a resolution from the State of Michigan supporting their efforts to obtain a Charitable Gaming Licenses for future fundraising. Manager Vaslo read the resolution aloud and the following motion was offered:
Motion #3122 To Approve.

Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the Charitable Gaming Licenses Resolution for St Patrick School. 

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.          Motion carried. 

Park Improvements.

The Township received a request to look into a paved walkway back to the ball fields so that those with physical challenges could better access the fields. Park Committee Member Jim Geiermann supplied the board with a sketch of a proposed path complete with distances. Supervisor Carmack has also been approached on the same subject and the board felt that it would be a nice improvement to the park complex and instructed Manager Vaslo to follow up on the request and seek quotes for the project and bring them back to the board for possible action. No motions were offered.

Guardian Refund.
Guardian Industries was asked to deposit $100,000 for site work yet to be completed in order to receive a temporary C of O for their expansion project. Manager Vaslo informed the board that the site work has been completed and Township Engineer Hennessey has signed off on the project therefore he would like the board to approve refunding the deposit in full as an unconditional C of O has been issued. The following motion was offered:

Motion #3123 Approval of Bills.
Motion by Carmack supported by Schock to approve the refund of $100,000 to Guardian Industries.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.          Motion carried. 

2018 Tax Rates.

Assessor Renius has prepared State of Michigan form L-4029, setting the mileages rates for Ash Township for 2018. The Voter approved fire millage remains the same as 2017 at .4974 and the Township Operating millage is set at .8000, down slightly from 2017’s .8004. The board is being asked to approve the millage rates. After a brief discussion the following motion was offered:
Motion #3124 Approval of Bills.
Motion by Booth supported by Geiermann to approve the millage rates as presented for 2018.          Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.          Motion carried. 

With just a couple of citizens comments and no further business in front of the board the following motion was offered:

Motion #3125 Meeting Adjourn 
Motion by Booth supported by Geiermann to adjourn the meeting at 7:01 p.m.

Vote voice taken.        Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,
Michele Geiermann
Ash Township Clerk
