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ASH TOWNSHIP
 BOARD MEETING MINUTES

October 18, 2017
6:30 p.m.
The Ash Township Regular Board meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Ready Road Hall by Supervisor Carmack.
Members present: Supervisor – Robin Carmack, Treasurer - Rob Schock, Clerk – Michele Geiermann, Trustee - Adam Grabetz, and Trustee - Jim Booth.
Absent: None.
Others present: William Godfroy - Township Attorney, Jim Vaslo – Township Manager, Jim Hollandsworth – Township Engineer, and 10 citizens. 
Motion #2962 Agenda Approval.
Motion by Booth supported by Geiermann to approve the agenda as amended. 

Voice vote taken.           Motion carried.

Motion #2963 Meeting Minute’s Approval.
Motion by Grabetz supported by Schock to approve the Proposed Regular Meeting Minutes of 9/20/17, and the Proposed Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of 9/19/17.
Voice vote taken.         Motion carried.
Motion #2964 Approval of Bills.
Motion by Booth supported by Grabetz to approve bills #1-82 in the amount of  

$465,818.21, from General Ledger Funds, Building Funds, Water Funds, Sewer Funds, Debt Fund.          Roll Call: 5-Yes 0-No.          Motion carried. 
Old Business
Ash Township Recreation Plan 2018. 
Supervisor Carmack presented the board with the proposed 2018 Ash Township Recreation Plan. When developing the document the Township Park Committee took into consideration the factors that they felt were most pertinent to the planning process. The Committee also sought input during public meetings, from leader surveys, and input from the Park Committee members. A Public hearing on the Recreation Plan will take place at 6:15 pm on November 15th, prior to the regular board meeting. The proposed Recreation Plan will be available for public review at the Twp Hall prior to the public hearing. No motions were offered. 
New Business

Managers Report.
Manager Vaslo reported on his meeting with the MCRC regarding proposed local road projects for 2018. He stated that the meeting went well and that he presented the MCRC with 16 potential local road projects and requested estimates for each road. He also noted that 5 primary roads were being requested by the Twp for improvements. The estimates are expected to be back by December for board review. 

The manager also spoke to water rates. Supervisor Carmack had asked the manager and water department personnel to look at water rates and make a recommendation on the need for any rate adjustments. It was noted that over the last 6+ years the Twp’s water rates had only increased $0.20. while the Twp’s cost for bulk water continues to outpace the rate increases at the Twp level. It was also pointed out that the latest financial audit showed a need to address water rates. It was recommended that a $0.20 increase per thousand gallons be considered immediately and that the issues be addressed again at the end of the budget year. The Supervisor asked that the request be put on the next Twp Board agenda for possible action.   
Trick or Treat Hours. 
Motion #2965 To Set.
Motion by Booth supported by Schock to set Halloween Trick or Treat hours for October 31, 2017, to be 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  

Voice vote taken.           Motion carried.
Barn Quilt Donation. 

Resident Joann Dotson appeared in front the board to share her passion for barn quilts and to show some of her unique designs. She inquired about making a donation to the Twp of a barn quilt for display. The board was receptive and gave Ms. Dotson creative charge over the design. The board looks forward to the finished quilt. No motions were offered. 
Potter Cemetery.

Sue Donovan from the Friends of Potter Cemetery spoke to the board regarding the recent re-dedication of Potter Cemetery. The event was well attended and that a State Historical Marker was dedicated. Ms. Donovan introduced Attorney Aaron Speck who spoke to the condition of the easement back to Potter Cemetery. It was his contention that the easement lacks routine maintenance and that improvements to the easement is in order and that it is the Twp’s responsibility to do those improvements at their expense. Some discussion took place between
Mr. Speck, Twp Attorney Godfroy, the Twp Board and members of the Friends of Potter Cemetery. In the end no motions were offered. 
Citizen Comments. 
Priscilla Tipton, owner of Megs Fireworks on Telegraph Rd, addressed the board regarding an e-mail that she sent to each board member asking them to again consider opting in the Medical Marijuana Facilities Licensing Act. The members confirmed that they received her e-mail. No discussion took place nor any motions offered. 

Attorney Aaron Speck addressed the board regarding the condition and uses of the Ball property on Sigler Rd. Mr. Speck alleged that a trucking company is being operated from the home and that other various ordinance violations exist. Mr. Speck was told that the Twp has no written complaints on file for the property. He said he would be filing one in the near future. No motions were offered. 
Having no other business in front of the board and hearing no further comments from the audience the following motion was offered:
Motion #2966 Meeting Adjourn 

Motion by Booth supported by Shock to adjourn the meeting at 7:18 p.m.

Vote voice taken.        Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,
Michele Geiermann
Ash Township Clerk
