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ASH TOWNSHIP
 BOARD MEETING MINUTES

July 19, 2017
6:30 p.m.
The Ash Township Regular Board meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Ready Road Hall by Clerk Michele Geiermann.
Members present: Clerk – Michele Geiermann, Treasurer - Rob Schock, and Trustee - Adam Grabetz, and Trustee - Jim Booth.
Absent: Supervisor - Robin Carmack.
Others present: William Godfroy - Township Attorney, Jim Vaslo – Township Manager, Jim Hollandsworth – Township Engineer, and 15 citizens. 
Motion #2930 To Chair.

Motion by Grabetz supported by Schock to have Trustee Booth chair the meeting. 

Voice vote taken.       Motion carried. 
Motion #2931 Agenda Approval.
Motion by Geiermann supported by Schock to approve the agenda as presented. 

Voice vote taken.           Motion carried.

Motion #2932 Meeting Minute’s Approval.
Motion by Schock supported by Geiermann to approve the Proposed Regular Meeting Minutes of 6-21-17, and Proposed Special Meeting Minutes of 6-21-17.
Voice vote taken.         Motion carried.
Motion #2933 Bills Approval.
Motion by Booth supported by Grabetz to approve bills #1-93 in the amount of  

$294,570.03, from General Ledger Funds, Building Funds, Water Funds, Sewer Funds,  and Fire Equipment Fund.          Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.          Motion carried. 
Old Business
Burns Road, Al Wickenheiser Update. 
Attorney Godfroy gave a brief update to the board on the Wickenheiser blight issue on Burns Road noting that the Township is scheduled to be back in court with Mr. Wickenheiser on August 2.  No motions were offered. 
Joseph Drive Special Assessment Roll.
Manager Vaslo read aloud the 9 parcels that are to be included in the Special Assessment District # 28 Joseph Drive. The following motion was offered: 

Motion #2934   Joseph Drive - Special Assessment Roll District #28.
Motion by Grabetz supported by Schock to approve the Special Assessment Roll as presented for Special Assessment District # 28 Joseph Drive.  

Roll Call:  4-Yes  0- No

Motion Carried.
Revard Blight Issue.
Manager Vaslo reported that the Revard home at 10603 Telegraph Rd has been demolished. It was noted that there is plenty of blight still remaining on the property. Attorney Godfroy stated that the court case against Mr. Revard will continue until all blight factor are removed from the property. No motions were offered. 
Sledge Blight Issue.
Attorney Godfroy updated the Board on progress made at the Sledge property. Mr. Godfroy said that the Board had several options regarding the upcoming pretrial and trial for Mr. Sledge in August. After a brief discussion the following motion was offered: 
Motion #2935 To Dismiss.

Motion by Grabetz supported by Schock to dismiss the blight complaint against John Sledge with the understanding that Mr. Sledge will continue to clean up the property.

Roll Call: 3-Yes 1-No (Booth).    Motion Carried
Parkway Peacocks – Update.
Manager Vaslo stated that the peacocks at the Ross property on Parkway are still there. It was noted that the birds have been caged since last month and that the Manager has not received any complaints of late. No motions were offered. 
New Business

Managers Report.
The Board had no questions or comments on the Manager’s report. 
Mill Street Water Department building. 
Manager Vaslo told the Board that he and Clerk Geiermann thought that the Mill Street building had not seen any real building maintenance in many years. Attorney Godfroy thought that it had been 20 years since a Board last discussed painting the structure. The Manager did seek a quote from a local painting contractor and presented it to the Board for consideration. After a brief discussion the following motions were offered:
Motion #2936  To Waive. 
Motion by Schock supported by Booth to waive the purchasing/bidding policy for only this project.     Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.     Motion carried.  

Motion #2937 To Award.

Motion by Schock supported by Grabetz to accept and award the painting contract for the Mill Street building to J & L Complete Painting of Carleton MI, in an amount not to exceed $6,500.00.   Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.   Motion carried. 

Artistic Landcare Invoice. 

Manager Vaslo explained to the Board that Paul Robinson of 3511 Ready Road suspected a water leak in his service line and hired Artistic Landcare to look for and remedy the problem. Artistic took  it upon themselves to open the stop box in an attempt to shut off the water service to the home. They discovered that there was no rod in the stop box leading down to the shutoff valve. The Township does not have rod installed as we use a long key to turn on and off service. Artistic install a rod and billed the homeowner for it. Mr. Robinson is seeking reimbursement for it in the amount of $500. A brief discussion took place and the following motion was offered:
Motion #2938 To Deny. 

Motion by Grabetz supported by Schock to deny the request for reimbursement. 

Voice vote taken.   Motion carried. 

Annual Resolution #5. 

The Manager read the resolution aloud and the following motion was offered:

Motion #2939 To Adopt.

Motion by Booth supported by Grabetz to adopt Resolution #5 as presented.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.     Motion carried.

Annual Resolution #7. 

The Manager read the resolution aloud and the following motion was offered:

Motion #2940 To Adopt.

Motion by Booth supported by Grabetz to adopt Resolution #7 as presented.

Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.     Motion carried.

Proposal for a Water Distribution System Management Plan.

Hennessey Engineers, the Township’s Engineering firm, submitted a proposal in the amount of $21,500.00, to prepare a Water Distribution System Asset Management Plan to meet the new MDEQ requirements for the plan. The deadline for delivery to the MDEQ of the plan is January 1, 2018. There was some discussion on the requirements for the plan and weather the Township had the amount of customers system wide that would require the asset management plan. Township Engineer Hollandsworth would confirm whether or not the plan was required for Ash. After some discussion on the issue the following motion was offered:

Motion #2941 To Award.

Motion by Grabetz supported by Schock to accept and award the contract for preparation of the Water Distribution System Asset Management Plan to Hennessey Engineers in an amount not to exceed $21,500.00 only if the plan is required for a Township with the number of water customers that Ash has.     Roll Call: 4-Yes 0-No.    Motion carried.

With no further business in front of the Board and hearing no comments from the audience the following motion was offered:
Motion #2942 Meeting Adjourn 

Motion by Geiermann supported by Schock to adjourn the meeting at 6:55 p.m.

Vote voice taken.        Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,
Michele Geiermann
Ash Township Clerk
